
By David Freibui^'^r 

I t’s an annual gig, and here’^how it goes 
down; At the close of the the scat¬ 
tered 4-Wheel staff stops_thiishing for 
15 minutes to sit and pondeQhe |4s that 
most spun our cranks durin^hefyevfous 12 
months. Each editor flips tTOug/i back 
issues, relives all the bug repairs, 

photo shoots, and ride-alc^gone awry, 
then hands me a list of thejo Ms that most 
contributed to his or her persoi^-Whee/ 
experience. Any truck that has Reared any¬ 
where in the mag is eligible to^s, but any¬ 
one who picks staff-ownedj^sj- magazine 
project vehicles is a jerk. a^e ballots 

are in, 1 tabulate ’em and (Mpilethe Top 10. 

But this year it wasn’t th&asy. Problem 
was, we didn’t initially hav ^u cks that at 
least two people voted fotw^her the mag 
has way too many trick rid^f^staff is plain 
whacked out. After reviewl^thS^tes, I'll go 
with the latter. Rick Pewe, weari^is new 
Tech Editor badge, even vofefdshow 
truck, so something waswrdt^. ^ture Editrix 
Tori Tellem voted for a bunch coders’ 

Rides—but they were cool couldn’t 

write her off as a dumb girl, where’s new 
guy Joel Mollis, who cast s^/es for 
(believe it or not) dead-sto^^odel trucks. 

The result was a heated^ing of the 
warped minds in which aghast as 

Joel defended the IPS in tffl^ Icon, called 
Tori a dumb girl anyway, lamb asted Rick 
for picking trucks that wer^TOen. And no 
one even bothered to prais^ejf voting for 
the greatest number of 4x4^al|adethe 
cut (always being right is a job). We 
finally settled on the Top Ip ^Igjliown here. 
C.ef as know if we d id g® 4 
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’ 71 TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 


looking for durability, you choosB^Land Cruiser. When vou 
' ■ need power tp motivate that 10 tons of Iron, a Caddv 500 is the only 

_ 5 pwer. That, ar; unh eard-of d ri vetrain (who runs two Ranger over/under units'?} and 
^shwter^-^y ingehu^ made this one a Rick pfck.'Same went for me, and besides 

in way too long—and.it's even better that it ain’t an 

1 trunk Joiilgstgi^n®s 
^oddball wagon more than any other 
this y^. Why? “It’sjust cod to 
^..fagkat, wit h hu ge Boggers, ah 

I-' ^ u difody style, and^^^roovy 
P'-t.p girils cHerrieAlSQdd ennuph. 


Jon Langdozi 

“Caddy Wagon,” July 

Votes; David, Rick, Tori 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ryln0004 




















































will soften the overall rate of the spring 
a's's.eTvi'Dtv. Vet, strangely, none of these 
modifications showed any consistently 
noticeable difference on the Intercomp 
testing equipment. 

So what did we learn? For most bolt- 
on lift situations, it’s probably best to 
ignore spring rates when making the 
initial purchase of the lift—simply go 
with the manufacturer’s recommended 
spring-and-shock combo for your 
vehicle. If your specific needs call for 
further tuning of the suspension, 
checking the rate of the springs or con¬ 
ferring with the manufacturer may 
make it easier to tune the truck to your 
needs, be it hard or soft. EH 



Adding add-a-leaves to a spring stack also will change the rate of a spring, and if a 
heavy leaf is used as shown here, the ride quality will usually be harsher. While we 


While not available to 
test, this special 
spring has an extra 
half of a leaf on the 
front half of the rear 
spring. This leaf goes 
from the center of the 
axle around the eye of 
the leaf and then 
stops (arnoiv). This 
helps reduce spring 
wrap under accelera¬ 
tion by increasing the 
spring rate only on the 
front half of the 
spring, which coun¬ 
teracts most of the 
effects of spring wrap. 



haven’t seen a chart on add-a-leaf rates, 
in-store testing can be done if you know 
your weight. Just stand on an inverted 
leaf and measure the height difference. 
For custom applications, this may be the 
only method available. 

SOURCES 

Black Diamond Suspension, Dept. 
4WOR, 13270 SE PheasantMil¬ 
waukee, OR 07222; 503/786-4462 

Intercomp Co., Dept. 4WOR, 14465 
23rd Ave. N., Minneapolis, MN 55447, 
6t2/476-2631 '. 

Off Road General Store, Dept. 
4WOR, 23052 LakeTorest Dr., Unit B4, 
Laguna Hills. CA 92B53, 714/770-9300 
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